World Sight Day
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About World Sight Day

World Sight Day (WSD) is an international day of awareness, held annually on the second Thursday
of October to focus attention on the global issue of avoidable blindness and visual impairment.

Included on the official World Health Organization calendar, WSD is co-ordinated by IAPB under the
VISION 2020 Global Initiative. The theme and certain core materials are generated by |IAPB.

All events are organised independently by IAPB members and supporting organisations.

Global Key Messages for WSD09
¢ Nearly two-thirds of blind people worldwide are women & girls
¢ In many places, men have twice the access to eye care as women
e Equal access to eye care could substantially reduce blindness in poor countries*

e Simple and effective strategies can and do successfully address this inequity within
VISION 2020: The Right to Sight

e 80% of blindness is avoidable - i.e. could be prevented, cured or treated
e 45million people worldwide are blind, and 269million are vision impaired
e 90% of blind people live in low-income countries

e The world’s leading cause of blindness is cataract — yet it is curable by a simple, cost-effective
operation

Contact:
VISION 2020: The Right to Sight
e Communications Manager: Abi Smith (Melbourne, GMT +10hrs) +61 416 964 285 asmith@v2020.org

e International Media Advisor: Lindsay O’Connor (Toronto, GMT -5hrs) +1 647 404 4469
oconnor@operationeyesight.com

Images, case studies & interviews with senior IAPB representatives available on request

www.v2020.org/wsd09
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